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BR boss" ‘tak es 
the strain’ 
at | Distec 1 81 


IT may not look it but it is British Rail boss, Sir Peter 
Parker, who is in the hot seat as he stands talking to 
psychology student Richard Wood from Ilkley. For while 
Sir Peter had travelled down to Distech °81 first class, 
waited on by a steward, Richard and his fellow delegates 
in wheelchairs had been stowed in the guard’s van. 

- Richard seized the opportunity to voice the cry of 
every chairbound train traveller of why in this “The Age 
of the Train” they were packed in among the mail sacks. 

To give him his due, sympathetic Sir Peter explained 
the problems posed by Southern Rail’s old rolling stock. 

But he agreed that the guard’s yan was “a grim way 


to go”—which under the circumstances was perhaps fare 
enough. 


No relief 
in Budget 


The 
tight 
goes O 


BITTERLY  disappoin- 
ted that the Budget 
did not relieve them of 
the “crushing burden” 
of VAT, seven major 
charities have written 
to all MPs complaining 
that the public has 
been misled by the 
Chancellor’s “highly 
ambiguous” state- 
ments on the tax, and 
so-called help to chari- 
ties. 

The charities, who have 
been campaigning for VAT 
relief, pointed out to the 
MPs that the Chancellor’s 
so-called zero rating for 
ambulances and  wheel- 
chairs would give them 
only minimal benefits, con- 
trary to the belief of the 
general public who had 
been misled by the 
ambiguities of the state- 
meni. 

The seven signatories 
were The Spastics Society, 
Dr Barnardo’s, Help the 
Aged, National Children’s 
Home, National Society for 
Mentally Handicapped 
Children and Adults, Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind and the Royal 
Nartional Institute for the 
Deat. 

The letter said that the 
Chancellor’s references to 
VAT and charities were 
@ Continued on Page 11 


WITH the relaxed 
for which he is famous, 


Duke of Edinburgh listens 


err ional, Year 
of Disabled People 


informality 


tently to Lin Berwick as she 
explains how the marvel of tech- 
nology has enabled her to ‘read’ 
ordinary books, Lin, a former 


lue Peter Appeal 
—surely it will 
make a £million? 


Society Achievement 
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Award 
winner, is something of a marvel 
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herself, as despite both cerebral 
palsy and blindness she works in 
the City as a télephonist. She 
was demonstrating an “Optacon’ 
at an exhibition opened by 
Prince Philip, who was accom- 
panied by the Minister for the 
Disabled Hugh Rossi. Full story 
on page 5. 


AULTU ON TATU VATED TH LATENT 


THE Great Blue Peter Bring and Buy Sales 
throughout the country have been a staggering 
success. For the £500,000 target set by the BBC 
children’s TV programme to buy vital equipment 
to prevent and alleviate handicap has been nearly 


MRS Joyce Smith, Chairman of The Spastics Society, 
welcomes Roy Jenkins, formerly President of the Euro- 
pean Economic Commission and now one of the Council 
for Social Democracy’s chief spokesmen, to Distech. Mr 
Jenkins opened Distech — the conference on disability 
technology in the 80’s, sponsored by British Rail, which 
is the Society’s major contribution to the International 
Year of Disabled People. 

Held at Sussex University, the four-day conference 
attracted speakers and delegates from all over the world 
and it is hoped that Distech ’81 will in fact, prove the 
first of a series of annual conferences for those involved 
With seyere disability, and the way developing technology 
can be used to alleviate the problems the disabled face. 
More pictures on back page. 


doubled. 

The figure for the 
Appeal, which is being 
administered by The 
Spastics Society, has 
already reached 
£932,000 with more 
sales planned, and the 
date has been fixed for 
the Great Blue Peter 


Auction. 

It will be held on May 5 
at Phillips, Son and Neale 
auction rooms at 7 Blen- 
heim Street, W1. Public 
viewing will be on May 1 
and 2 and staff are giving 
up their free time on the 
Saturday. 


Christopher Hawkings, 
-of Phillips, said: “We’re 
compiling the catalogue at 
the moment and among the 
items are a musical box, 
Japanese curios and nice 
pieces of jewellery which 
will all fetch three figures. 
And, of course, there is 
also the silver christening 
mug presented by Florence 
Nightingale to a godchild. 

“It is a highly miscel- 
laneous collection and, 
believe me, the Appeal has 
been so well supported 
whether we take £2,000 or 
£20,000 the final figure for 
the Appeal will be over £1 
million!” 


“Its not a U.F.O, It’s that Newton Ultra 
Lightweight wheelchair” 


Many satisfied customers call it the Supernewton” which is hardly 
surprising because it’s one of the lightest, best looking, folding, mest 
manoeuverable wheelchairs around the world. 


Contact us today for further information about the Newton Ultra: Lightweight, 
and the Newton Elan powered wheelchair. 


You'll be pleased to identify with a Newton. 
When only the best will do — go Newton 
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meadway works 


Dept.M68/SN Garretts Green Lane 
Birmingham B33 OSQ 
Telephone 021 783 6081 (3 lines) 
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Message for 
Sir Geoftrey 


THE high hopes of charities that the Chancellor’s Budget 
would relieve them of the crippling burden of VAT were 
shattered, and millions of £’s donated to relieve suffering 
will continue to be paid to the taxman. 

The injustice of that was.bad enough, but what has 
really made the charities sour is the misleading way in 
which Sir Geoffrey Howe magnanimously appeared to 
give concessions to voluntary organisations. Budget- 
watchers believed that kind Uncle Geoffrey was actually 
helping charities when he announced that the benefit of 
VAT zero rating on ambulances and wheelchairs would 
be extended to institutions caring for the handicapped. 

On investigation, this great “concession” proves to 
be a cruel mirage. Only ambulances and wheelchairs 
which are gifts will be zero rated. When the Society, or 
indeed any charity, buys them for its schools and centres, 
VAT will still be paid. 

As you will read elsewhere in Spastics News, charities 
are already fighting back, and being forced to spend 
money to inform MP’s and others on the true facts of the 
Chancellor’s hollow, goodwill gesture to the voluntary 
organisations his Party promised to encourage and sup- 
port. And pointing out too, that the increase in the price 
of petrol brings an enormous increase in running costs, 
and will inevitably mean further cuts in services. 

On the day after the Budget, the Daily Mirror in its 
forthright way used its biggest headline type to declare 
that if you smoke, drink, or drive, Sir Geoffrey’s Budget 
message was “UP YOURS!” 

He had the same message for charities. 

Our message to Sir Geoffrey is that we are up in 
arms, and will campaign until he makes the announce- 
ment in a future Budget that charities are immediately 
relieved of all Value Added Tax. 


TV’s smash hit 


WHEN 1981 is over, it may well be that the greatest 
achievement of this International Year of Disabled 
People has been the Blue Peter Appeal on BBC TV. Not 
only for the magnificent sums of money raised for pro- 
jects to help the disabled, but for the way it has made 
millions of young viewers realise what it is really like to 
be impaired in mind or body. As The Spastics Society is 
administering the Appeal, letters have poured into the 
Blue Peter office at headquarters, and reading them is a 
heart-catching affair. The children express, directly and 
simply, their sorrow that people are disabled, their con- 
cern for their welfare, and their determination to help. 
Young viewers. grow up into adults and. decision- 
making citizens, and surely after their Blue Peter brain- 
washing about a vital cause, a new generation will emerge 
to hopefully, put the ideals of LYDP into practice. 
Thanks Blue Peter for a grand effort. As the pro- 
gramme’s enthusiastic young presenters would say: 
“COLOSSAL” “FANTASTIC” “TREMENDOUS.” 


WE 


PELTON 


@ FAR from being a black sheep, the 
little lamb on Jean Woodford’s lap 
is very much a péet, for its arrival just 
a few hours earlier signalled that at 
last spring was on the way. 


Now there are more lambs gambolling 
around the Society’s Kyre Park. grounds in 
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_ Welcome black sheep of | 
the Kyre Park: family 


came first. 


Tenbury, Wore, than even Little Bo Peep 
could comfortably take care of, but Blackie 


Welcoming his arrival are Terry Freeby, 
Tony Russon, Christopher Chapman and 
Pat Cook. Kyre Park is the only Society 
centre to breed and rear livestock from 
birth, and all the residents enjoy helping out 
with the animals. 
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JOHN Roberts, the 
Society’s regional officer for 
Wales had been wrestling 
with the problems of fund- 
raising in these troubled 
times when he was gripped 
by an idea —a_ charity 
wrestling promotion. 

As a result every grunt 
and groan wrung from 
Kung Fu, Catweazle, and 
Klondyke. | Kate, 
others, on a_ star-studded 
bill at Carmarthen Civie 


the Society. . 
The final figure was £500 
and the ecstatic reaction of 
the audience has convinced 
John that he should 
arrange further bouts. 


Wordy effort 


PUPILS of Deansfield High 
School, Wolverhampton, have 
raised £360 with a sponsored 
spell-in. The Spastics Society 
received £100 of this money 
and the remainder will go to 
the school’s own fund to buy 
Possum aids for the disabled. 


The strange story of Liz, Atlanta and a 


LIZ Calcutt-Jones, a for- 
mer poetry prize winner :n 
the Society’s literary con- 
test is waiting to hear from 
the Atlanta police. 


For Liz, who is well 
known for her psychic and 
telepathic gifts, is con- 
vinced that she has “seen” 
the man responsible for 
the murder of 20 black 
children in the American 
city. 

. Liz, who ‘lives in* Mus- 
well Hill, London, is very 
conscious that sceptics of 
her powers would write her 
off as “a nutcase” but so 
convinced is she that what 


she saw was true she is pre- 
pared to put up with any 
amount of ridicule and 
scorn. — 

“I'd feel dreadful if I 
didn’t tell someone and he 
killed again — which he 
will do,” she explained. 

She went on: “About 
two weeks ago I had a 
‘funny half hour’ and 1 
‘saw’ in the psychic sense 
one of the men involved 
and the location of a dry 
river bed with a body in it. 


Everyone thinks if you’re © 


psychic you’re a lunatic— 
well — I know I’m weird 
but I saw this man so 
clearly I could give an 


identikit picture of him. 

“Then, this week I was 
watching a news programme 
featuring the Atlanta killings 
with my husband when I saw 
the man from my dream. 


“In my vision he’d been 
driving a yan or pick-up, was 
plump faced and I was aware 
of a beard. He’s an ex-police- 
man who had had access to 
the files of children who had 
either been in trouble or come 
from broken homes” — all 
neglected kids who would have 
families who were not very 
concerned about them. 


Y°e@ 0 tA 
getting rid of them. 

“J wasn’t searching for him 
when I was watching the TV 
programme and suddenly he 
was there on the film driving a 
van. Also in my vision I had 
been aware of another figure 
but too shadowy to identify.” 


Both men have grudges 
against the police force accord- 
ing to Liz. ; 

She immediately wrote to 
the Atlanta Police with her 
story and now hopes that her 
“revelations” in  London’s 
middle class suburbia will help 
to solve the tragedy of the 
Southern township. 


“ft felt his: motivation very 
strongly — he feels that these 
kids mean nothing, they’re so 
much flotsam and have nothing 
going for them, so he’s been 


LONGLE/ 


Scene from one of the 
battles staged by the 
English Civil War Society 
which consists of the 


- aS near as possible to the 
original sights of such 
historical events. The aim 
of the society is to achieve 


King’s Army’ and the 
Roundhead Association. 
The Society stage a 
number of major events 
each year taking the form 
of re-enactments of 
English Civil War Battles 


a true representation of 
the life and events of the 
17th century both for the 
amusement, education 
and entertainment of the 
audience and for the 
enjoyment of the 700 to 


Fil 


800 persons participating. 

The action is scripted to 
correspond more or less 
with history, ‘and a 
commentator keeps the 
public informed. Some 
will be attracted because 
they are interested in our 
Heritage and others by the 
excitement of the event 
with charging Cavalry, 


JULY 
11/12 


booming cannon, 
crash of Musketry and the 
sheer spectacle of 
hundreds of formed 
soldiers with standards 
flying advancing and 
retiring to the authentic 
drill of the period. 

_There could not be a 
finer setting than the 
grounds of Longleat. 


the 


One of the largest events ever at Longleat 
House is to be held in July, in support of 
Spastics and The International Year of 
Disabled People. The two days will be 
packed with major attractions including Full 
Scale Battles, staged by the English Civil 
War Society; displays by units from the 
Armed Services, Hot Air Balloons, Bands 
plus a variety of static displays provided by 
the Army and Royal Air Force. 

It is hoped to feature a Parachute Drop, Fly Past, anda 
programme from the Physical Education Team. 

These events are over and above the numerous 
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permanent attractions that draw literally hundred of 


thousands of visitors to the Longleat Stately Home with 
its magnificent grounds, and one of the finest Safari 
Parks in Europe. 

It is expected that members of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics will put in an appearance, and the S.O.S. 
along with The Spastics Society and Longleat will 
benefit from the proceeds of the Fiesta Weekend. 

It was reported recently that The Spastics Society had 
a deficit of over 823,000 pounds in the last 
financial year and this is just one of the many fund 
raising activities being planned during this The 
International Year of Disabled People, 


July 11€12 
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—and again 
the play's 


the thing 


TWO caring theatre com- 
panics are ringing up the 
curfain on productions 
wiih a special emphasis for 
audiences of handicapped 
children. 

The Unicorn Theatre for 
Children decided that as a 
contribution to the Inter- 


national Year of Disabled 


People, they would preseni 
“Stronger than Superman” 
by Roy Kift. A spectacu- 
lar success in Germany, the 
play for seven-12 year olds 
has as its central character 
2 boy confined to a wheel- 
chair. 

The boy has spina bifida, 
and two other characters are 
also chairbound in this play 
which is described as humour- 
ous, touching and educative. 
Under the fun the message is 
tactlully conveyed to  able- 
bodied children that young- 
siers with handicaps have the 
Same problems and emotions 
as themselves. 

To comply with fire reguia- 
lions regarding wheelchairs, 
the play is being staged at the 
Jeanetta Cochrane Theatre, 
Theobaids Road, London WC1 
(Box Office — 242-7040). It 
opened on March 28 and runs 
until April 19, 

The Theatre of Thelema is 
aiming for a younger audience, 
three-seven years of age, with 
“Nellie Ninelives learns a les- 
son” and “The Revenge of 
Cyclops”. 

Theatre of Thelema has al- 
Ways enjoyed performing for 
audiences of multiply handi- 
Capped children. 

Details of their next tour 
can be obtained from the 
Theatre of Thelema, 71! 
Ronalds Road, London N5 


THE Spastics Society, 
in co-operation with 


Top Ten Promotions, 
the Stars Organisation 
tor Spastics, and Long- 
leat House, is staging 
the Longleat Fiesta 81 
on July 11 and 12. This 
is a fund-raising event 
for the International 
Year of Disabled People 
consisting of two days of 
open-air entertainment. 
The programme, yet to 


"an: idea” 


®CRAIG = Harrison 


draws out a _ spook 
from his cauldron in 
the sketch “Ghost of 
— and his 
wheelchair is no hind- 
rance to a. successful 


stage appearance. 


@ A MAGNIFICENTLY clad 
improvisation of Peter 


iti-oan 


Chief Priest 


A GROUP of young 
people from The Spas- 
tics Society’s Beau- 
mont College in 


Lancashire took to the 
road in March with a 


month’s tour of a show 
called “Entertaining 
1981.” 


It is a three-part presen- 
tation, covering movement, 
drama and song. Sets have 
been cleverly designed to 
minimise the actors’ dis- 
abilities, with ramps for 
wheelchairs and a network 
of different height levels for 
ease of movement. Flow- 
ing, ornate costumes, dis- 
guise ungainly movements, 
and each student has been 
given the role most suited 
to his or her capabilities. 

The idea of taking the 
show to public audiences 


Inderjit Singh is the 


Shaffer’s “The Royal Hunt of the Sun,” and he’s 
seen here getting some stage directions from 
Huw Thomas (foreground) and Peter Upton. 


Pictures by Terry Bromley, Lancashire Evening Post. 


Fun Fiesta for IY! 


be finalised, is based on the 
theme 1681-1931 and will 
include the Civil War 
Society — some 700 people 
in authentic costume re- 
enacting battles. The 
modern Army is to provide 
both static and arena dis- 
plays, and the Royal Air 
Force static displays and a 


fiy-past. 
Other attractions planned 
include hot-air balloons, 


helicopter rides, parascend- 
ing and military bands. 
On the Saturday night 


a prestige picnic is planned 
for 400 people in Longleat 
House with appropriate 
entertainment. 

Trade stands, side shows 
and many other atiractions 
will be provided and, of 
course, there is the oppor- 
tunity to see Longlieat 
House, one of the most 
noted of stately homes. 

Further details from: 
The Spastics Society, Thorn- 
grove House,. Common 
Mead Lane, Gillingham, 
Dorset. 


grew out of regular drama 


sessions on the college 
curriculum, These give 
students the chance to 


recreate everyday situations 
in preparation for life out- 
side the college. 

Beaumont’s training is 
not specifically vocational. 
Its target is to help each 
student achieve the highest 
possible level of personal 
and social competence. The 
principal, George Marshall, 
describes the two-year 
course as “a bridge into 
society.” 

Mary Jones, the drama 
teacher behind the drama 
troupe, explained the 
importance of the subject: 
“It’s a specific part of 
education and related in 
realistic terms as a broad- 
ening and widening ex- 
perience.” 

And George added, 
“We've had the usual show 
of temperament — tears, 
frayed tempers and nerves, 
but it’s just the sort of 
atmosphere you’d get 
before any public appear- 


The final accolade for 
any actor or actress must 
be to have their art cap- 
tured on film and trans- 
mitied on television to 


reach an audience of mil- 
lions. And within weeks 
of the Beaumont troupe 
taking to the road that is 
just what has happened. 
For the Beaumont Players 
the play’s the thing. 


SPASTICS NEWS 


® CONJURING a huge 
spider in “Ghost of an 
idea” gives Fiona Clark 
a chance to demon- 
strate movement, pup- 
pets and dance. 


Sir Peter’s perk for 
disabled travellers 


BRITISH Rail is to introduce a half-rate travel 
railcard for nearly 3m severely disabled people — 
the registered blind and those in receipt of 
Mobility or Attendance allowances — BR Chair- 
man Sir Peter Parker announced in March. The 
card is expected to cost £10 and to be available 
during the late summer or early autumn this year. 


He gave the news 
while addressing an 
International Year of 
Disabled _ People’s 
conference “Transport 


without Handicap,” on 
the role of public and 
private transport oper- 
ators in meeting the 
needs of the disabled. 


from 


jalden 


Now there is a Safe, practical way for the 
young disabled child to move freely around 
the house—independently. The Malden 
Comet Mini Go-Kart, which is powered by 
re-chargeable batteries, is suitable for 
2’ to 7 year-olds and very easy to 
operate. The 6-wheel chassis gives 
maximum stability and turns 

completely on its own axis. The 

Comet’s base diameter of only 

18" is equal to the floor space 

occupied by an adult—so it 

can go anywhere without the 

need to move furniture. It 


will also “‘climb’’ over 


obstacles, such as carpet 
edges, in complete safety. 
There is a choice of red or 


yellow, and the tough 
resilient body simply 


wipes clean. 


£450 


Find out more today from: 


CARE 


MALDEN 


A Division of Malden Electronics Ltd. 


Malden House, 
579 Kingston Road, 


Raynes Park, LondonSW208SD., Tel: 01-543 0077 


} 
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mother can really understand 


We meet for advice, 
comfort, and support’ 


ANNE DAVIS was 
annoyed when she was 
told her son Terry was 
mildly spastic. 

Annoyed because he 
had been seen regu- 
larly at the hospital 
since she had first 
noticed when he was 
a year old that Terry 
was reluctant to use 
his feet, and he: was 
over four before she 
was told the cause. 

“They were quite sym- 
pathetic but. they could 
have told me sooner—I 
had an idea in my own 
mind that something was 
wrong but I was frightened 
to ask.” 

Now Anne, who has a 
daughter Rita, 13, in addi- 
tion to Terry, now six, and 
sons .Steyen and Robert, 
has started a group with 
nine* other mothers of 
handicapped children. 

Called Parent Handicap 
Information Group—PHIG 
for short—its aim is to 
support parents who have 
just learnt that their child 


is damaged. 
Said’ Anne: “We are 
geared to help them. 


Handicap is not always 
apparent at birth and may 


not be found until the child 
is several months old, but 
it is a terrible shock no 
matter what age when you 
are told: ‘There is some- 
thing wrong.’ 

“We feel that parents 
who have. experienced and 
coped with this shock are 
better able to support, 
help and console the par- 
ents who are facing this 
news for the first time, 
although, of course, we 
recognise the professional 
help extended by doctors, 
midwives, social workers, 
and societies. 

Although half the child- 
ren whose parents belong 
ta PHIG are cerebral pal- 
sitd, Anne stresses that the 
gioup is aimed to help all 
types of disability, 

Information on aids and 
equipment, social evenings, 
Visits by professional 
workers in the field of 
handicap, are all in addi- 
tion to a regular Thursday 
morning Meeting. 

Contacts for PHIG are 
Anne Davis, 39 Barberry 
Close, Harold Hill, Rom- 
ford, Essex, tel Ingre- 
bourne 40853, or Mrs S. 
Abel, 8 Reynolds Court, 
Billet Road, Chadwell 
Heath, Romford, Essex, 
tel 01-597 6219. 


© THE mums and children of PHIG—the Parents Handicapped Inform- 


_ Ihe sad news that only another 


ation Group which featured in the Thames TV 


month. 


Picture by South Essex Recorder. 
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New Bill 
a ‘step 
forward’ 


AFTER a long struggle in 
Parliament, the Disabled 
Persons Bill, which covers 
access, has finally been 
given a Second Reading in 
the House of Commons. 
This was done formally, 
without debate, after it had 
been moved by the Bill’s 
sponsor, Mr Dafydd Wig- 
ley MP (Plaid Cymru, 
Caernarfon). 

Mr Wigley 
wards :— 

“The Bill has had to be 
modified from its original 
form, to meet objections put 
to me by certain government 
departments and it is weaker in f 
its access provisions than I had 
originally hoped for 

“However the all party Dis- . 
; ablement Group feels that even 
| in its diluted form it. still 
represents a step forward. . . . 
I hope it will lead to further 
consideration next year on how ; 
to improve provisions for the 
disabled, not only during the 
International Year of Disabled 
People but as part of a con- 
tinuing battle for fair play.” 


said __ after- 


programme “Help” this 


— 


A FIRST prize of a Ford 
Fiesta Popular and 200 
one-week self catering holi- 
days at Butlins for up to 
four. persons, will be 
offered in the Spring °81 
Special Competition to be 


Designed to help 
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Illustrated is a small selection from the extensive range of paediatric 
products available from Newton Aids; manufacturers of the internationally 
famous Newton and Avon wheelchairs. Many of these products have been 
designed by therapists for therapists and are much sought after by those 
caring for the handicapped. All are backed by the experience and 
expertise of Newton Aids. All are available at attractive prices. 


If you would like to know more about these and other Newton 
products, please send this coupon for your FREE booklet ‘Best Buys’ 


BLOCK CAPITALS 


Address 


Ete | 
pton Road Salisbury Wilts SP1 2NB 


joa shee re 


Unit 4 Dolphin Industrial Estate, Southam 
Telephone: Salisbury (0722) 20444 
Newton Aids Limited co-operates closely with The Spastics Society in the 
development of new aids for the handicapped and in the improvement of existing aids 


the handicapped 
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featured on the Spastics 
Pool bulletins which will be 
in circulation during the 
second half of April. 

Pool members automati- 
cally receive a free entry 
for each membership card 
held, but there will be the 
facility for additional paid 
entries. The competition 
will also be featured in the 
Sun newspaper towards ‘he 
end of April. 

An additional incentive to 
enter the competition is a £10 
discount on a Butlins  self- 
catering holiday taken during 
the summer of 1981. 

The winners of the 200 one- 
week holidays will also re- 
ceive a £50 Food Voucher. 

This is just one of the many 
benefits available to supporters 
of the Spastics Charity Football 
Pool. For as little as 15p per 
week members automatically 
participate in a seven dividend 
football pool plus fixed odds. 
There is also a gift voucher 
scheme and insurance, holiday, 
and photographic services. 

Since its introduction in 
August 1957 the “Pool” has 
raised over £38! million for 
charity. The principal bene- 
ficiaries are ‘The Spastics 
Society and the Scottish Coun- 
cil for Spastics. 


* * * 
TICKETS, in the form of 
Bankers Orders, are ayail- 
able to any persons wishing 
to pay 24 weeks or 52 
weeks in advance for mem- 
bership of the Spastics 
Charity Football Pool. The 
tickets, which are in books 
of 10, will obviously appeal. 
to people who are unable. 
to make regular contact 
with official collectors. 

Further details are ayail- 
able from the Subscriptions 
Manager, Top Ten Promo- 
tions Ltd, PO Box 215, 
Bristol. . 


* * * 
THE deputy Mayor of 
Salisbury, Councillor Der- 
rick Alford, presenting a 
Spastics Pool first dividend 
cheque for £1,666 to Mrs 
Cecilia Jarvis of Winte;- 
bourne, Dauntsey, 


IT was more than just a ; Douglas {nn. 


night out at the local for 


R. Madog-Jones at the 


St Neots 


Mr and Mrs Owen, of 
Tregela, Gwynedd, when 
they received a Spastics 
Pool first dividend cheque 
for £5,000 from Councillor 


MR George Rawlinson, of 
Eynesbury, St Neots, re- 
ceiving his £5,000 first 
dividend cheque from Mr 
Priestley, chairman of the 
Conservative 


From left to right: Mr 
and Mrs Emlyn Owen, col- 
lector Cyril Humphries, 
Councillor R. Madog- 
Jones, and Mrs M. Parry, 
Spastics Pool area super- 
Visor. 


Club. 
Also pictured 


Spastics 
Pool area supervisor Mr 
Hunter, and collector Mrs 
Entwistle, with her bonus 
cheque for £250. 


Special survey 
on special 
children 


IS your child getting the right kind of 
education? 


This question is of vital importance to every 
parent. But to parents for children with educational 
difficulties the question is of special significance. 

Does your child suffer from any kind of disability 
whether physical, social or intellectual which affects 
his/her capacity to attend a normal school? 

If so, what kind of education is provided for 
him? — 

How do you feel about the arrangements made 
for your child by your local education authority? 

If your child is being educated in an ordinary 
school, how far are his special needs being met? Are 
the staff and facilities available sufficient? 

If your child is at a special school do you feel 
this is the best place for him or her or do you feel 
he would be better in an ordinary school? 

How were your child’s problems first discovered? 
What educational help was available for your child 
in the pre-school years? 

What kinds of expert assessment have been 
carried out? What happened at 16? 

The Spastics Society is hoping that many parents will 
write to us with their views and experiences. We are con- 
ducting a survey of all education authorities to find out 
more about current policies and practice. But a survey of 
this kind would be of limited value if it left out the feelings 
of the children and parents who are actually affected by 
local policies. 

Please help us to help you by writing down your fecl- 
ings and experiences ... both good and bad... 

The current trend towards integrating most children 
with disabilities into main stream schooling is to receive the 
official seal of approval when the Education Bill 1981, 
currently before Parliament, becemes law fater this year. 

But how is this trend actually working out for the 
children? Please teli us’ how you feel, so our report will 

reflect not only the views of the professionals who run the 
schools but also those best placed to judge the success of 
their efforts — the parents of children who haye educa- 
tional difficulties, 

So whether your child is cerebral palsied, ESN (low 
intelligence), epileptic, behaviourally disturbed, dyslexic, or 
has any other condition which makes normal schooling 
difficult we want to hear from you. 

Send your letters, which will be treated as confi- 
dential, to: Catherine Boyd, Research Officer, The 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 
4KQ. 


cciy ena ts 


Director of Regions 


~ MICHAEL Brophy has 
been appointed to the 
new post of Director 
of Regions at the 


Society’s headquarters. 

Mr Brophy, who is 43, 
and educated at Ample- 
forth, joined the Society 
five years ago as chief 
executive of fund raising 
after a career in the Royal 
Navy as a Fleet Air Arm 
pilot followed by eight 
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in tells the Duke how 


LIN Berwick was sit- 
ting at a typewriter 
and the latest in sili- 
cone chip gadgetry, an 
“Optacon,” when a 
famous voice said 
“Hello Lin,” and asked 


her to explain just 
what an “Optacon” 
was. 


The voice belonged 
to the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, who had just 
opened the Opportuni- 
ties for the Disabled 
exhibition at British 
Petroleum’s Britannic 


House in London. 
Lin, who is both blind 
and cerebral palsied, and a 


former winner of the 
Society’s Achievement 
Award, had swapped the 
switchboard of the City 
bank where she works, to 
demonstrate the ‘“Opta- 
con.” 


Camera 


She typed out a standard 
job application form add- 
ing her name and address 
and then using the “Opta- 
con’s” hand-held camera 
in her right hand, tracked 
it across the writing while 
her left hand picked up the 
tactile equivalent on a pad 
of tiny vibrating rods which 
produced the printed image 
identically. 

The Duke, however, 
could read what was writ- 


ten flashed up on a visual 
display unit. And Lin 
explained the process. 

Lin confessed that her 
role of demonstrator had 
been quite a strain: “I was 
dead scared because 
although Tye had my 
‘Optacon’ for two years, 
I’m still a student. The 
difficulty lies in my spastic 
right hand which can’t keep 
the camera tracking across 
the print evenly, so you get 
very odd images, some- 
times.” 

However, North East Lon- 
don Polytechnic is working on a 
device to iron out this prob- 
lem for Lin who is delighted 
to be able to enter the world 
of the printed word again. 

“I¢ had been a closed world 
to me for so long as I ex- 
plained to the Duke. In fact for 
the first time I recently read a 


IDS FOR 


can ‘read’ 


portion of my own book ‘Un- 
defeated’ in its ordinary form 
and that was a great moment 
I don’t mind telling you. I 
really felt I was making it at 
last. Just to read ordinary 
print is quite something!’ 


TV film 


Her personal ‘Optacon’ was 
presented to her by the Rank 
Xerox Trust, and great 
moments are on the increase. 
Last year she was among a 
number of cerebral palsied 
people filmed by Japanese TV. 
for an International Year of 
Disabled People presentation 
which is being shown through- 
out the year. 

The same week that she met 
the Duke, Lin was interviewed 
by Japanese radio about her 
work at the city bank and_ at 
Radio Moorfield, where she is 
a regular broadcaster. 


THE Eee 


years with J. Walter 
Thompson as an advertis- 
ing account executive. 


He told Spastics News: 
“It’s a very exciting and 
challenging prospect. One 
of the first jobs will be to 
implement the recommen- 
dations of the Stevenson re- 
port which is an exhaustive 
analysis of the Society for 
the last decade, and makes 
far - reaching recommen- 
tions about alterations to 
see us through to the year 
2000. These principally 
concern having a system of 
county organisations re- 
sponsible for all Society 
activities in each area.” 

There are 197 local groups 
Stretching from the border 
with Scotland down to the 
Scilly Isles. “Some of these 

groups in fact are much more 
lively and successful than the 
central society itself while 
others consist of one or two 
people, often elderly. 


Michael Brophy 


“What we have to do is 
bring those that have fallen 
by the wayside back to the 
excellent standards of the 
few.” 

Regional fund-raising will 
be integrated with the regional 
organisation and Mr Brophy 


will be responsible for the 
senior regional appeals 
officers. 

He said “The Socicty’s” 


income in real terms has 
gone up in spite of the reces- 
sion and direct mailing has 
increased from £} million to 
over £2 million, leading every 
other charity in the country.” 
Over the next three months he 
will be visiting each of the 
regions in turn. 

Mr Brophy and his wife 
Sarah live at Isfield, Sussex, 
and have four children, James, 
16, and Jonathan, 14, Lucy, 
nine and Tom aged seven, 


» 


The inicinational Year’ 
of Disabled People 


EXHIBITION 


(In association with the 
Annual Conference of the College of 
a ~ Occupational’ Ther apists) | 


UNARD INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
- 28th-30th MAY 1981 


Admission Free 


= Special iow Sat rail trae is available, PiEsce contact” 
Naidex Conventions Limited for PUL tee information 
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© ACTIVITIES at the Cleveland Work and Wel- 
fare Centre are many and varied, as our pictures 
shows. Ivy Weighell looks after the thriving 


sewing room and gives a helping hand to Sheila 
Jubb, aged 19. 


@ PAUL Readman and Mike Martin play their 
part in the drive for North Sea oil with the 
production of wire lengths for welding rods. 


‘ie: 
oe 
Do 
, 


centre’s role. 
round confidence. 


THE ex-prison officer 
already had the deeds 
of a Blackpool hotel in 
his pocket when The 
Spastics Society’s 
treasurer Bill Huddle- 
ston persuaded him to 
have a look round the 
Cleveland Spastics 
Work and Welfare 
Centre. 


Bill Huddleston, 
whose 19-year - old 
daughter Sheila attends 
the centre, is not only 
The Spastics Society’s 
treasurer but chair- 
man of the manage- 
ment committee of the 
work centre, which is 
run by the Cleveland 
Spastics Society. 

“Hie knew Id be 
hooked,” Wally Hume 
recalled happily. 


Now, 18 months 
later, he says: “If you 
offered me the chair- 
manship of British 
Steel — or anything 
after this — it would 
be an anti-climax. 

“Mind you, it’s the 
hardest job — one 
minute you’re showing 
an EEC official round, 
the next someone 
wants to tell you 
about a domestic 
crisis, and you’ve got 
to take the time to 
listen. You can’t 
afford to say ‘come 
bac k later’ because 
time is the most 
important thing you 
can give anyone.” 


Wally, Darlington-born, 
joined the Prison service 
when he was 21, and for 


@ MR Norman Woodward is one of three teachers who come in to help 
the employees improve their basic skills of reading and maths. Here he 
takes a class on numeracy to enable them to go shopping. The introduc- 
tion of lessons reflects Wally’s emphasis on the ‘care’ aspect of the work 
By increasing fundamental skills, the workers gain in ail- 


the next If years worked 
first in Borstals, then 
prisons like Brixton, 
Wandsworth and Durham. 

After a management 
training course he went into 
industry, later becoming a 
freelance salesman selling 
everything from cars to 
cosmetics. 

As manager of the Cleve- 
land work centre in Ack- 
Jam Road, Middlesbrough, 
he finds his past experience 
invaluable. Working with 
people imprisoned by 
society gives him insight 
into the problems of dis- 
abled people — imprisoned 
by an accident of birth. 
His commercial training 
means he’s a go-getter for 
business where the work 
centre is concerned. 


Trained 


“Vm, a businessman — if 
there’s a £1 note to be seen 
20 miles Pll go for it — 
that’s what I’m trained for.” 

“The Prison Service 
however was extremely 
useful in teaching how to 
deal with people from 
varying backgrounds and 
opinions. Inmates and 
staff taught you not to 
accept people on face 
value and say that’s one 
kind of person and that’s 
another. Everyone’s an 
individual — they can’t be 
packaged and labelled. 

As a result of just some 
of his initiatives, a helicop- 
ter took off with a load of 
wires for welding rods for 
use on the North Sea oil 
rigs; the centre belongs to 


extent of their disa- 
bility, everyone at the 
centre has a role to 
play. Joyce Martin is 
both cerebral palsied 
and blind, but rather 
than be left at home 
she insists on attend- 
ing the centre each 
day, where she listens 
to talking books for 
the blind while work- 
ing at a variety of jobs. 


Job satisfaction as work 


Spastics 


fiair, is ideal. 


the Teesside Small Busi- 
ness Association, on merit, 
not charity; and he’s 
created his own job crea- 
tion scheme. A number of 
the handicapped employees 
spend a day in open 
industry — Chris Phillips 
works at a garage and helps 
in servicing cars, while 
Shaun Sutton works for 
the local Parks and Gar- 
dens Department. 

Despite the recession, 
which means that one in 
10 of the workforce of the 
area are out of a job, the 
centre thrives with a 
diverse job programme that 
keeps the workers work- 
ing, and the money coming 
in — which in turn keeps 
the centre’s doors open. 

“I like to think this a 
benevolent autocracy — we 
have rules but they’re un- 
written. Sometimes people 
need firm handling — well 
they get it — we're not 
trying to create a false 
environment. 


© AFTER 11 years, 


Spastics News visits the Cleveland 
Work and Welfare 
Centre at Middlesbrough to meet 
the people who spend busy, ful- 
filled days there. Pictured right 
is the warden, Wally Hume, a 
man of varied working experi- 
ence. His previous role as a prison 
officer means he sees people as 
individuals, and his turn as a sales- 
man of cars and cosmetics sharp- 
ened his business acumen. So for 
him, his job as warden, which 
requires the qualities of care and 


Milly Middleton is the longest | 
serving member of staff at the centre and pro- 
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“Work is a form of dig. 
nity — and we’re all work. 
ing to keep the centre’s f 
doors open. We're all 
involved but the welfare 
side is just as important — _ 
a recent programme about y 
us on Tyne Tees Teleyj- & 
sion dropped that word ~ 
from our title, but the ¥ 
work and care side ate, 
indistinguishable. For ine 
stance, one of our worker's” 
couldn’t get the Mobility 
Allowance although _ the 
parents tried three times. 
We joined in and fought to | 
make sure they got the * 
right income and we won,” 


Quality 


He is proud of the fact 
that the centre can match 
anyone for quality and 
delivery dates when it 
comes to orders, and has _ 
diversified the orders by 
providing metal wickets , 
for the packing industry, 
which go as far as Saudi 


i] 
| 


Vides meals for the 40 workers every day. 
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abia, and bird brackets 
i the Royal Society for 
if Protection of Birds, to 
i toys and wrought iron 
{a time of contraction 
where the work centre 
oking for extra staff. 
‘Mnother scheme that is 
e pipe-line is the possi- 
of starting a play 
p at the work centre to 
ate both handicapped 
able-bodied children. 
© same drive which 
ired commercial orders 
fone into a range of 
mes to help employees 
"en and develop their 
: Is. A training course 
a been started concen- 
mg on self improve- 
it, and Adult Literacy 
me teachers come in to 
those with difficulty in 


Carol Barker, 
ly’s secretary, falls 
ask of keeping the 
€ side ticking over 
tently while Wally 
nS up business. 


been the centre’s own news- 
paper mentioned in_ last 
month’s Spastic News, 
which has been sent to a 
variety of world leaders 
and personalities. There is 
also a maths teacher, and 
im addition, regular riding 
lessons. 

Work should soon be 
completed on the centre’s 
extension to enlarge the 
work area which will leave 
a room free. Wally plans 
to use this to enable parents 
in the area with a heavily 
handicapped child to bring 
their son and daughter in 
for the day. 

“We are very aware of 
the strain 24-hour-care im- 
poses on parents, and this 
would be a way of giving 
them a break confident that 
their child is in good 
hands.” 


= 
Family 
Although the commercial 
spirit of the centre has 
been stepped up, one 
aspect remains unchanged 
— the family feeling, as 
Joyce Sinclair explained. 
She started 10 years ago 
as a driver: “My husband 
works for a plastics firm 
and used to bring work 
here and he was always 
talking about the place so I 


thought I’d like to get 
involved. I got to know 
everybody — now I 


wouldn't like to do any- 
thing different. 
“I’ve been a supervisor 
for the last seven years and 
its such a rewarding job it’s 
like an extended family. I 
couldn’t ever move jobs 


because I couldn’t leave 
them all!” 

Val Smith is 44. and is 
one of just two employees 
who have been working at 
the “centre since’ it — first 
opened in 1967. “I went to 
ordinary school till I was 
16 which wasn’t bad, but 
when I left I just stopped 
at home, just messed about 
really. Ud take the neigh- 
bours’ babies out for them 
and wash up for my mum 
and dad. 

“When the centre opened 
I was 31 and I was excited 
but a bit shy at first. We 
used to do the wicket wire 
by hand — 25 we'd do and 
put in a box, 5-6,000 a day, 
five days a week. 

“We also took Polyfiller 
out of flower pots and 
wool off combs but I like 
doing wickets best. When 
I’ve finished here I go home 
and do my housework. I 
live with my brother — he’s 
51 and works in the coke 
ovens for British Steel — 
we look after each other.” 

John Durant has been at 
the-c.6-n t he Lisyears. =— 
before that he says he 
“mostly stayed at home.” 
In those days he remem- 
bers: “I did nothing much, 
just walk about the house. 
I prefer coming to work 
and I like doing the wickets 
best.” John lives with his 
sister, her husband and 
their daughter. 

Newcomers to the centre 
are Paul Readman and 
Sonya Chambers, both in 
their teens. Paul came 
through the Youth Work 
Experience Scheme and 
admits that at first he was 


© CHRIS Philipps is in charge of cleaning at the 
centre, but once a week he works at a local 
garage helping with the cars — part of Wally’s 


own job creation scheme. 
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worried at the prospect. 


“TI was scared really — 
Id never worked with 
handicapped people before. 
Now I really enjoy it — 
it doesn’t matter if I don’t 
always understand their 
speech — we get by with 
sign language.” 

Sonya’s introduction 
came through the Tyne 
Tees programme — “I saw 
the place and thought Id 
like to come and work 
here, so I volunteered. I 
took to the people. here 
straight away — they’re so 
loving.” 

Another volunteer Joyce 
Scott agreed ~— “Other 
people I’ve talked to have 
said that they couldn’t do 
it and I must be daft. But 
they’ve got it wrong — the 
people here are just the 
same as normal people, 
they’re no different really 
when you get to know 
them.” 

John Ormston has been 
a supervisor at the centre 
just a year but echoes his 
colleagues. “I’ve been a 
fitter and turner for 20 
years and then worked in 
the construction business, 
so coming here was entirely 
different. 

“Td never done any- 
thing like it before but I 
enjoy it immensely — call 
it job satisfaction if you 
like — well this is first for 
job satisfaction.” 


@ VAL Smith, sorting nails with John Durant was 
one of the first workers employed when the 
centre opened. Both Val and John value their 
employment — the alternative would mean sit- 
ting alone at home. 


va 


® JOHN Ormston, seen here with Ian Turnbull, 
only recently joined as workshop supervisor but 
rates it the best job he’s ever had as far as satis- 
faction goes. 


@ SONYA Chambers (left) and Joyce Scott are both volunteers who 


wouldn’t want to work anywhere else with Kathy Nolan, who joined 
the centre a few months after it opened. 
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THE magic of music can be enjoyed by the most severely 
handicapped child — and making the music adds to the 
enjoyment as our picture by Prue Bramwell-Davies shows. 


All children can 


enjoy making music 


A NEWLY-published book 
shows how parents can 
help their severely handi- 
capped children develop 
language, motor co-ordin- 


ation and communication 
skills by simple music- 
making at home. The 
author, Elaine Streeter, is a 
member of the Association 
of Professional Music 
Therapists, but she stresses 
that it is not a book about 
music therapy. 


The aim.-is not ‘to 
develop musical skills but 
to help children learn how 
to cope with everyday life 
through an activity that is 
fun. 

Exercises are given in 
which play with such items 
as a drum, tambourine, 
horn or xylophone can 
teach a child to converse 
and make _ purposeful 
movements, together with 


such concepts as “up” and 
“down.” 


These exercises are useful 
when the child is at a pre- 
verbal stage as the child can 
be encouraged to vocalise in 
time to the music and gradu- 
ally the sounds may turn into 
words. Autistic children can 
also be encouraged to com- 
municate in this way and 
because music is a “fun” 
activity for both parent and 
child, the exercises can provide 
a common meeting ground. 

Elaine Streeter says that 
every motor activity (for 
example, riding a bicycle) has 
its own “pulse” and music can 
help cerebral palsied children 
find this. rhythm and move 
more easily. 

The book, “Making music 
with the Young Handicapped 
Child,” is illustrated with many 
excellent photographs by Prue 
Bramwell-Davis and is avyail- 
able price £1.50, including p 
and p, from: Musie Therapy 
Publications, 32 Durand Gar- 
dens, London SW9. 


Could you 
cope in an 
emergency ? 


THE British Red Cross is 


urging disabled people to 
learn the basics of first aid 
because “they might be the 
only people available to 
save a life in an emer- 
gency.” 

The move comes as part of 
the International Year of Dis- 
abled People which is designed 
to encourage handicapped 
people to take as full a part 
as possible in everyday life. 

Chief Medical Adviser of 
the British Red Cross, General 
Gray, said: “Most disabled 
people would be able to do 
something if they were among 
the first on the scene of an 
accident or if one of their 
relatives had an accident in 
the home. 


‘Kiss of life’ 


“Basic training in first aid 
procedures could be _ in- 
valuable. Some disabled 
people may not, for example, 
be able to give the ‘kiss of 
life’ but there are many things 
most of them could do. It is 
important that each individual 
disabled person learns what 
those things are.” 

General Gray added _ that 
even if handicapped people 
were not themselves able to 
carry out first aid procedures, 
they might be able to tell 
others at the scene of an acci- 
dent what to do, 

He also stressed that it was 
particularly important for dis- 
abled parents to learn how to 
cope in an emergency involy- 
ing their own children. 

Disabled people or _ their 
helpers who are interested in 
knowing more should contact 
their local Red Cross Branch 
by looking under “B” for 
British or “R” for Red Cross 
in their local telephone 
directory. 


PHYSICAL disability 
severely limits a person’s 
independence even in the 
home, and the kitchen is an 
area where a disabled per- 
son’s self-sufficiency meets 
its most difficult tests. 

To help overcome some of 
these problems Geo A. Moore 
and Co, the West Yorkshire 
based furniture manufacturer, 
produce a set of kitchen units 
specially designed for use by 
disabled people. With the aid 
of local authorities and social 
services, the firm researched a 
different approach to the 


Ss 3 
problems of the disabled in 
the kitchen; they developed a 
range of unit furniture which 
meets many of the special 
design requirements. 

Floor units in the special 
range are provided in three 
standard heights: 800, 850 and 
900mm, but the metal sup- 
port legs can be cut to size 
on site and all heights can be 
accommodated. Large drawer 
units are mounted on special 
filing cabinet type runners for 
easy opening and maximum 
exposure of the contents. All 
drawers are equipped with 
stops. 


= 
The doors of wall units from 
the standard range are fitted 
with a push release catch and 
180 degree opening hinges. 
Stainless steel sinktops with 
shallow bowl can be fitted in 
any position in the work sur- 
face, as can a hob. unit. 
Refrigerators can be located 
on or under worktops or built 
into a housing unit in the 
same way as an oven, 
Inquiries to: The — Sales 
Office, Geo A. Moore & Co 
Ltd, Thorp Arch Trading 
Estate, Wetherby, West York- 
shire LS23 7DD. Tel 0937- 
842394, 


“Ideal Home: Extibition teas 


an [YDP flavour 


THE Daily Mail Ideal 
Home Exhibition which 
opened at Earls Court on 
March 10 had several dis- 
plays to mark the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 
People. totter 

The major attraction in 
this category was a garden 
for disabled people, with 
raised flower beds, easy 
access for wheelchairs and 
a sclection of miniature 
plants which. can be 
reached without too much 
effort. On the practical 
side, it included fruit 
bushes, a vegetable patch 
and herbs used in everyday 
cooking. 

A special “grabber rake” 
which lifts as well as collects 
fallen leaves and grass cuttings 
was also shown, plus long- 
handled tools. 

For blind people, tags in 
braille were provided on the 
plants and just outside the 
garden area, gas and electric 
cookers with braille controls 
were shown. 

Mecanaids of Gloucester 
had a stand at the exhibition 
for the first time. One of their 
products on show was the 
Autolift, a floor-mounted bath- 
ing aid which can lift a per- 
son weighing up to 20 stone 
over the edge of a bath and 
into the water. This costs £245 
plus VAT. 


Crossroads 
report 


THE — Crossroads. Care 
Attendant Scheme was set 
up to help the disabled in 
1974. Its original target 
was to bring the scheme to 
five different 
Britain, but it now operates 
in 27 towns, looking after 
the needs of some 800 
families. 


The scheme was named - 


after the long-running 
TV serial, in which a 
character was shown in a 
Wheelchair following an 
accident. Actor Roger 
Tonge continued playing 
this part until his recent 
death. 

ATV gave a £10,000 
donation for a pilot care 
attendant scheme to be set 
up in Rugby. As a result 
of the key role played by 
the Crossroads organisa- 
tion, a research project was 
undertaken of the housing 
and care needs of disabled 
people and their families 
funded by the European 
Economic Community. 

Now the Crossroads 
scheme receives over 
£400,000 a year from statu- 
tory funds. Obviously local 
authorities are finding it 
cheaper to employ care 
attendants who visit the 
disabled at home than to 
provide hospital beds or 
other residential care. 

A new report on the Cross- 
roads Care Attendant. scheme 
has been published, highlight- 
ing the difficulties of relatives 
who are solely responsible for 
caring for people with a physi- 
cal disability. It is available 
from the Association of Cross- 
roads Care Attendant Schemes 
Ltd, 11 Whitehall Road, 


Rugby, Warwickshire CV21, 
Price £3.20, plus £1 p & p. 


areas. of’ 


Other Mecanaids 
on show included “Helping 
Hand” reaching aids. ‘The 
standard item costs £3.50, the 
“Tongreach”’ £4.50, and a fold- 
ing model for handbag or suit- 


products 


case, £5. All prices include 
VAT. 
Another reaching aid, 


being shown by Radius Engin- 
eering and Development Co 
Ltd, was the “Jackdaw,” a 
simple claw attachment which 


THE “Autolift,” shown by 
Mecanaids at the Ideal 
Home Exhibition, enables 
with 
mobility to get in and out 
of the bath at the turn of - 
a handle. 


people limited 


© ROGER Search (right) and Mr Arthur Goldthorpe 00 
the ramp to the new idea in toilets for the disabled. 
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can be fixed to an ording 
walking stick. The 
ment alone costs £9.77, includ: 
ing VAT and postage. 

Information was also given 
on specially designed kitchens 
for the disabled, and British 
Telecom showed its range of ” 
specially adapted phones for 
the blind, hearing impaired, oy 
those with poor hand contro], 

All these displays were con. 
veniently placed on the ground 
floor, with -plenty of space 
between stands and there were 
lifts to the upper floor for 
wheelchair visitors who wish 
to see the entire exhibition, 


Warm wear 
in @ chair 


WHAT do you wear to 
keep warm in a wheel- 
chair? 

Mrs Pat Harris of the 
Watford and District 
Group, Hertfordshire Spas. 
tics Society, has written to 
the Society’s Supplies 
Officer with one solution 


“Winter outings with my 
son in his wheelchair haye 
always been a problem since 
I felt that ordinary trousers 
were not warm enough for just 
Sitting still in frosty weather, 
Yet I did not want to wrap 
him in blankets like an old 
lady in a bath chair! I haye 
now invested in a pair of ski- 
ing trousers, and they are 
ideal.” , 

Mrs Harris says she bought 
the trousers for £8.99 from the 
range of “very reasonably 
priced” ski wear at C and A 
stores. 


Meeting national need? 


THE International Year of 
Disabled People has 
focused interest on the 
needs of the disabled, but 


the cuts in government 
spending at all levels mean 
that few improvements are 
likely to be made in that 
most basic area of all — 
public toilets. suitable for 
independent use by the 
handicapped. 

Now William G. Search Ltd, 
the portable building and 
plant hire company of Leeds 
has come up with a new solu- 
tion. The new Search range 
of toilets for the disabled is 
available for sale or hire, 
allowing facilities to be pro- 


vided at short notice on limited 
budgets, 


Managing director Roget 
Search says: “We are aware of 
the national need and hope 
that this special year of action 
will see many more. councils 
and companies providing the 
basic facilities which _ the 
handicapped must have 
especially at sporting events 
exhibitions and shows.” 

The units are complete with 
plumbing, lighting and heating: 
Each is approached either by 4 
ramp or steps. Inside, toilet 
bowls, wash. basins and all 
other facilities have been cafe 
fully designed with advice from 
The Yorkshire Association fo 
the Disabled, so that handi 
capped people would haye 1 
trouble using the facilities. 


Details from William: G. 


Search Ltd, Whitehall Roath 
Leeds LS12 6EP. 
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rected towards the 
sneeds of cerebral pal- 
‘sied people. Therefore, 
jthe key personnel are 
yt fund raisers or ad- 
ninistrators but social 
| workers who have 
direct contact with 
the disabled and their 
families. 

| “Yes, but what do 
cial workers actually 
0?” is a question 
ten asked. 

Spastics News set out to 
d the answer during an 
aterview with Doreen 
all, the Society’s regional 
focial worker for Derby- 
hire and part of Leicester- 
ure. She has been em- 
loyed by the Society for 
3 years. She now works 
cially for 24 days a week 
says that because of 
hature of the job, the 
ts tend to be very 
lexible. 

She says that the reason 
hy social workers are re- 
uctant to publicise their 
York is because discussing 
dividual cases would be 
breach of confidentiality, 
vhile generalities often 
em boring. 


Her job 


| Defining her own job, 
loreen said: 

We try to help cerebral 
sied people and_ their 
lies to lead as full and 
free lives as possible, 
€ help t!-em to under- 
the condition better. 
in see what services 
- heeded, and tell clients 
any benefits to which 
re entitled. It’s very 
ting werk because it 
eis such a wide range 
human problems and 


P ‘Wo cases are ever the 
0” 


! . 


| 


tasks include 
rang with applications 
Pm local social service 
artments for residential 
S$ in Spastics Society 
lifes, and also connect- 
ferebral palsied people 
‘all the Society’s facili- 
the recession means that 
lal services _ depart- 
nts have little money to 
© for aids, transport 
holidays. In addition, 
my family breadwinners 
tither unemployed or 
Short time. All this 
“MS more demands on 
‘Soeial worker’s time, 
#€88 cash available to 
the problems. 

oreen and her col- 
in The Spastics 
do not merely 
Mel clients on to other 


and resilience, 


agencies. They create posi- 
tive happenings themselves. 
Family weekends and sum- 
mer holiday playgroups are 
among those which Doreen 
helps to organise, 


The family weekends in- 
clude five or six handi- 
capped children with their 
parents, sisters and 
brothers. A great deal of 
time is given to discussion 
and Doreen finds the ex- 
perience very worthwhile. 
“It's amazing how the 
communication develops,” 
she said, “husbands and 
Wives can express feelings 
in the group which they’ve 
never revealed to each 
other.” 


Very often, the fathers 
benefit most from these 
weekends as many of them 
have little previous contact 
with other families in the 
same plight. 


The holiday playgroup 
is run for three days a 
week for the five weeks of 
the school summer _holi- 
days. Some 30 or 40 very 
severely handicapped child- 
ren take part. It is financed 
with a grant from the social 
services, and has three paid 
staff to supervise a large 
body of volunteers. 


Other social workers in 
the Society run courses for 
handicapped engaged 
couples or disabled parents 
and their children. An im- 
portant function of the 
social worker is to feed 
back ideas both to The 
Spastics Society and local 
authorities about the needs 
of local families. She can 
also speak to headmasters 
and other figures of 
authority on behalf of ner- 
vous parents. 


Strain 


Doreen. said that 
although a few parents 
cracked up under the 
strain, it was rewarding to 
meet so many marvellous 
families with great courage 
who had 
struggled along for years 
with little support. 

“We try to improve the 
quality of life for the han- 
dicapped — to widen their 
horizons by making them 
aware of what is possible.” 

She feels the society has 
a lot to offer handicapped 
people and their families 
living in the community. 
Regional social workers co- 
operate closely with the 
Society’s local groups, and 
hold regular seminars to 


improve knowledge of 
Statutory and _ voluntary 
provision and to discuss 


local needs. 

Asked about the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 
People, Doreen Hall said 
that she felt it was possible 
to change attitudes and 


ers; What they do | funds plot 


just under two. 


most of the impetus for 
change in the past few 
years had come from the 
disabled themselves. The 
present generation of 
young spastic adults was 
better educated and had 
more experience of life 
than the 40 to 50 age group, 
and were likely to demand 
their rights as equal mem- 
bers of society. 


“This is what the Society 
is about — helping people 
to achieve independence” 
was Doreen’s comment on 
her attempts to help a 
middle-aged spastic to set 
up home for the first time. 
There had been problems 
with finance and finding 
the right equipment, but 
both she and her client 
were determined to persist. 

In another case she had 
to fight an insurance com- 
pany on behalf of relatives 
after a spastic had died. 
The company tried to say 
the policy was invalid, but 
they paid up in the end. 

Other recent talks in- 
cluded finding a voluntary 
job for a_ spastic office 
worker so that newly- 
acquired skills would not 
rust away, arranging con- 
cert visits for a severely dis- 
abled lover of classical 
music, and organising a 
Wheelchair user’s train 
journey to London for 
assessment — plus the de- 
livery of a rocket when 
arrangements went wrong. 


Doreen says that local 
authorities make separate 
provision for mental and 
physical handicaps, but the 
Society’s social workers 
can cut across this barrier 
by their awareness of the 
special needs of the cere- 
bral palsied. 

At a case conference she 
attended recently, it was 
pointed out that she was 
the only person present 
with an overall view, not 
limited by the specialist 
approach of, for instance, 
the teacher or therapist, or 
the geographical bias of a 
local authority employee, 


@ THE familiarity of the front room m 
for Doreen to talk to Mrs Carol Marc 


with knowledge of only his 
own county. 

“We are lucky in The 
Spastics Society because in 
one sense we are out on 
our own, able to make in- 
dependent decisions,” said 
Doreen, “but we have a 


akes for a more relaxed atmosphere 
h about her daughter, Susan, who is 


great deal of support from 
Fitzroy Square (home of 
the Society’s Family Ser- 
vices and Assessment 
Centre in London) and in a 
major crisis can call upon 
expert advice.” 


ANNE PLUMMER 
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with an 
arresting 


finale 


TWELVE terrified teen- 
agers found themselves 
spreadeagled on_ the 
ground by the Metro- 
politan Police while a 
helicopter hovered over- 
head — all because they 
thought they would raise 
money to help The Spas- 
tics Society. Unfortu- 
nately their plan badly 
misfired. 


' The 12, all sixth-formers 
at Kelsey Park School, 
Beckenham, had dressed up 
SAS-style carrying replica 
guns im order to kidnap 
their deputy head, with 
staff paying a ransom. 


So convincing were they 
that a neighbour seeing 
them thought she was wit- 
nessing a real terrorist kid- 
nap and called the police, 
who arrived within minutes. 


The helicopter co-ordina- 
ted the police activity while 
a uniformed police inspec- 
tor burst into the hall 
where the Head was con- 
ducting assembly. 

The Head, Ronald Locke, 
knew all about the kidnap 
but conceded that he 
thought something was 
wrong when he heard the 
helicopter circling, and 
added that when the police 
burst in: “I just carried on 
with prayers.” 

Because the event was 
confined to school grounds 
no one had guessed anyone 
outside would see it. 
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Find out in our free 


pocket sized information booklet, 

‘Who Looks After You at the Airport? There’s one for each af 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Glasgo 
Aberdeen. We'll be happy to send yo 


rport: 


w, Edinburgh, Prestwick and 
uany or all of them, 


To: British Airports Authority, Publications Department, 
2 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E 6JL 
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 Council’s deci 
brings fami 


boarding piace 


AN administrative decision by a local authority 
has brought the Fisher family of Doncaster to 
crisis point. For 44} years Gary Fisher, who is 


multiply handicapped, 


attended the Society’s 


Hawksworth Hai! School, near Leeds. 

He was sent there when six, and when the 
family lived in Wakefield. This was after an 
assessment at the Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre at Fitzroy Square, London, 
recommended that a school for the educationally 
subnormal was unsuitable. 


When the Fishers 
moved to Doncaster 
the following year they 
received a verbal assur- 
ance that Gary could 
continue at Hawks- 


worth Hail. 

According to Gary’s 
mother Betty, an attempt 
was made to transfer him 
again but after a long 
baitle it was agreed he 
should stay until he was 
1i. Then it was felt he 
would benefit by another 
year there, but the local 
authority refused, and he 
was sent to a locai special 
school. 

Said Mrs Fisher: “Whey 
say he’s settled in weil but 
they can’t see the social 
angles, they don’t take into 


_account the parents’ wishes 


and quite frankly we're 


’ being dictated to. 


' “While he was at Hawks- 
worth he was a five-day 
boarder and we dearly 


‘ wanted him home at week- 


ends. But for him to come 
home every day is a tie- 
mendous strain. 

“Apart from his physical 
disability — he’s a right 
hemiplegia, which is quite 


tolerable, he has bad speech. 


and communicates very 
poorly, he’s been diagnosed 


THE Society’s Education 
Depariment pointed out 
that there had always been 
cases where local authori- 
ties had refused sponsor- 
ship for chiidren offered 
places in the Society’s 
schools, but the number 
has increased. 

Wyn Evans, the deputy 
education officer, has just 
received a letter from the 


[OCa: 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashiey Mobility 


Authorised Distributors 
Ltd’s range of Electric 
Propelled WHEELCHAIRS in West 
Midlands, Warwickshire, Worcester- 
shire and Herefordshire (Sales and 
‘ Service). 
Enquire for details of the ‘Motability’ 
Hire Purchase Plan for the Vessa 
Vitesse Powerchair for Mobility 
“* Allowance recipients. 


Hay Road, Hay Mills, Birmingham: 
B25 BHY. Telephone 021-772 5354 
_Aiso at Warndon, Worcester’ — 

_ (Telephone 28575) 


for Vessa 
and Hand 


as; dyslexic and aphasic 
and he is very, very 
demanding. 

“This weekend I was at 
screaming point with him. 
His powers of reasoning 
ate limited he doesn’t see 
why things should be the 
way they are. 

“Quite honestly I dread 
getting up in the morning. 
Im back on tranquilisers 
prescribed by the doctor 
and they make me feel con- 
tinuaily depressed. Gary 
and his younger — sister 
Wendy are continually 
bickering. She’s five, and 
very. bright, and very 
agressive towards him. 

“As a result there is no 
acceptable peace in the 
house, and P’m concerned 
about the destruction of 
family life. It’s already 
put a strain on the marital 
relationship. 

“Gary has gone back- 
wards in lots of ways — 
he won't help get himself 
dressed in the mornings 
which he used to do, he 
won't go to the bathroom 
properly because he doesn’t 
see the reason for it. There- 
fore he gets very tempera- 
menfal and we really have 
to ferce him in. 


“Though he looks for- 
ward to school he has a 


temper tantrum about one 


uthori 


chief education officer of 
of-one local authority who 
was neither rejecting or 
accepting a place for a 
nine-year-old in his catch- 
ment area, but had decided 
to leave it in “abeyance,” 
adding that they could pro- 
vide similar facilities at a 
local day school. 

Manchester, howeyer, 
was one of the authorities 
turning down a piace and 
giving the present eco- 
nomic situation as the rea- 
son. Barnet and Stafford- 
shire Councils have also 
rejected places outright. 

A number of authorities 
have simply not replied, 
which indicates that places 
will not be finally taken up. 
The other side of the coin 
is that the Society had a 


‘place available at a resi- 


dential school in the same 
county that the child lived, 


ty = 


sion on schoo! 


Re 


Be 


© BETTY Fisher hugs 11-year-old Gary whose 
transfer from residential to day schooling has 
provided his mother with a problem. 


Picture by Doncaster Evening Post. 


thing. or another every 


morning and when he 
comes home at night there 
is constant fighting. At 
weekends he won’t play 
with anything, he just wants 
to watch television all the 
time and he doesn’t sce 
why it should go off. 

“We've tried to be con- 
structive, and we take him 
out as much as we can.” 

Mrs Fisher dismisses the 
arguments that Gary should 
go to a local school because 
the Warnock Report 
recommends integration, 
and because of the need 
for local authority 
economy, as spurious. She 
feels that integration can 
take place from a residen- 
tial school as well as from 
a home. 


the local authority were 
happy to sponsor, and it 
was the parents who rejec- 
ted it because they didn’t 
want the child to leave 
home, — 

The Society offers a total 
of 599 places at residential 
schools, and 115 at colleges. 
The cost of sponsorship is 
around £6,718 per student 
and certain te rise, One 
further iactor is that local 
education authorities only 
have a statutory obligation 
to provide education up to 
the age of 16. 

The Society’s schools and 
colleges by their design 
and management can 
usually provide an educa- 
tion more closely suited to 
the cerebral palsied student 
than ..a 


multi-handicap . 
_ establishment. Severely 
- handicapped children, by 
virtue of their disability 


“As for the money aspect 
what has really bugged me 
all down the line is if the 
council can’t find the 
money for his school fees 
how can they find £52,000 
for an anti-litter campaign, 
£4,000 to send six TUC 
students to ~ college, 
£110,000 on a traffic man- 
agement scheme which 
nobody wants, and pay one 
councillor ex penses of 
£7,334.95? 

“Those four and a half 
years Gary was away were 
an absolute blessing 
because The Spastics 
Society could do more for 
him then we could. I just 
don’t know where to go 
from here. The struggle is 
destroying us as a family.” 


well have had their 
disrupted by 
treatment. For this reason 
further years of education 


can be of vital importance. 

Although the recession 
has struck at different parts 
of the country with varying 
degrees of severity this is 
not reflected necessarily in 
the way sponsorships have 
been refused. The troubled 
North East and Greater 
London authorities are 
equally likely to turn them 
down, | 

Wyn paid tribute to the 
excellent relationship estab- 
lished between the Society 
and local education auth- 
orities generally, and in- 
stanced cases where they 
have been prepared to 
sponsor students for beth 
schools and further educa-. 
tion colleges even before 


may 
education 


the child has beemassessed. | 
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Scanner gift to 


SAVE 


that the Hammersmith. 


born babies. 
It is over a year ago 
sidered the possibility of 


as a result of an appeal 


the Bromley group £100. 


total of £25,000, when Peter 
officer who was in charge of 
the Thames Help Trust set 


raised he would double the 
from “the new generation” 


groups up and down the co 


frail new-born. 


I FEEL I must write and 
say how impressed I am by 
the tremendous  achieve- 
ment of the young people 
at the Cleveland Work 
Centre which you told us 
about on the front page of 
your paper in March. 

When you think how 


many of today’s teenagers 
sit around waiting for 
something to be done for 
them, the initiative of these 
youngsters is even more to 
be applauded—producing 
their very own newspaper 
and sending off to Prince 
Charles and President 
Reagan is a real triumph. 


* 
“DOES He Take Sugar?” the 
BBC Radio 4 programme of 
special interest to disabled 
people, is moving its trans- 
mission time yet again. 

The change is unavoidable 
because of scheduling © prob- 
lems on Radio 4, but in some 
ways the new placing may be 


THE generosity of an anonymous donor combined 
with the efforts of the Society’s local groups means 


for the very latest in equipment to help delicate new- 4 


the hospital, which would then have cost in the 
region of £25,000. No money was available directly = 
so it was decided to fund raise. The Peterborough = 
group was willing to provide £5,000 once the rest 
of the money was guaranteed. The Croydon group = 


the Society’s Chairman, Mrs Joyce Smith, contributed. 
£1,009, the South West London group £1,500 aad — 


Charitable trusis and Hammersmith Hospital’s own fund : 
raising events gradually dragged the figure up to the magic _ 


The Trusts secretary Joe Simpson had news of an amaz- _ 
ing gift — a.donor had decided that if £25,000 could be 


te}l Peter that rather than buying the brain scanner from 
a £25,000 price range the hospital could instead have one 


Although secrecy is essential to the donor he will haye— 
the knowledge that his. cash, and the response of local — 


others, will play a vital role in preventing damage in the 


EAT Meee TTT 


babies 


Hospital can go shopping — 


that the Society first con- 
buying a brain scanner for — 


| 
| 


to the Lendon groups by — 


Jordan, the Society’s planning = 
co-ordination was coniacted by = 
up after the Telethon. a 


¥ 


TT 


a 28 


sum. And so Joe was able to 


wot ae ne 


of scanners, 


are 


untry plus the Help Trust and 


va 
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difficulty I have using | 
typewriter with my fing 
I take my hat off to Jun 
Mann’s skill with her toe 
It would be nice to thin 
that my letter of prai 
was not the only one— 
there were others from 
Buckingham Palace and 
the White House! 7 = 
Mis I. Poster, 
Billericay, 

Essex. 

Editor: There’s 4mm 
about this go-ahead cent 
on pages 6 and 7. And, ye 
other readers have praised 
the Cleveland effort. 

* 

more attractive for our 
gramme. “Does He 

Sugar?” moves back to Satu 
days at 4.30 from April 25, 
MARLENE PEASE, 
Editor, a 
“Does He Take Sugar?” — 
BBC, London. ae 


YOUR ADS 


DAVID Stevens, who lives 
at the Society’s Grange- 
wood Centre, 10-12 High 
Street, Kelvedon, Colches- 


ter, Essex CO5 ONT, is. 


keen to find a female pen- 
friend. He is 40 and a 
_churchgoer who lists 
French music and nature 
study among his interests. 


FOR sale: Batric 3-wheel 
model power chair, front 
and rear lights, pneumatic 
tyres, shopping bag brac- 
ket. Needs new batteries. 
Excellent condition. Price 


£500. — Tel 561 1023, be- 


tween 4.30-5 pm, — 


eka. 


| those working with th 


MEINIVATOR straight 
Stair lift, six months old, 
cost £1,200, willing to 
accept £600. — Conts 
Mrs P, Griffin, tel 01-561: 
0048. % 
NEWTON “KE” electric 
wheelchair, right - hand 
finger tip control, mint com 
dition, unused since 
chase three years ago | 
batteries missing. Co. 
£430, will accepi £200.— 
Miss €. Peddie, 138 
ford Court, Ashford R 
_NW2, tel 01-452-9624, — 
Remember this servic 
free to all readers of | 
News, the disabled, 
Families, local _ group 
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Honour for lan 


year. . 
_ CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE: 


May 7—One-day con- 
ference for all staff and parents on sexual matters and 
the mentally handicapped; June 21—Wallingford Carni- 
val Week—Brass ensemble evening at the College; August 
31—Bank Holiday Fete. 

'TTHORNGROVE: May 16—Open Day from 1.30-5 pm. 
HEMEL MEMPSTEAD, BERKHAMSTED AND 


RUGBY AND DISTRICT SPASTICS SOCIETY: April 
(date to be fixed) Jumble Sale; June 27—Fete. 
MIDLAND SPASTICS ASSOCIATION: House-to-house 
collections for weeks beginning as date given. April 20— 
Stafford and District; June 7—Gnosall and Eccleshall; 
July 13—Stone; August 14—Penkridge; September '28— 
Rugeley; October 12—Cannock. 

BEDFORD SPASTICS SOCIETY: November 11—Con- 
cert, Corn Exchange. 

OXFORD SPASTICS WELFARE SOCIETY: June— 
Stall at Oxford June Fair; 24th—stall, North Oxford 
Fete; September 5—Stall, British Legion event, Oxford 
airport; “Pop-In,” Kidlington (date to be fixed). 


pHE PRINCESS MARINA CENTRE: July 11—Garden | 40030 SECs ene with small controlled 
Party to celebrate opening of the Barn Theatre; Septem- | with this method, Meee oa 
ber 18-19—At Home display of activities, art and pottery aetanico al ‘don pose ie ystrophy, 
exhibition, 2-4 pm, cheese and wine, 7-9 pm; afternoon | Stand is adjustable fo any position, to gy?" ; 


session repeated next day; November 14—Princess Marina 
Centre Players present: “That was IYDP That Was.” 
SOUTH BUCKS SPASTICS SOCIETY: May 2—Partici- 
pation in Exhibition of local organisations by Bucks 
Council for Voluntary Services. 
WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL: April 9—Wheelchair 
ce Festival, Cheltenham; May 16—Art and Craft exhi- 
bition, School Hall; 20—Riding Display, school grounds; 
Open Day; June 3—swimming display; 6—Regional 
Games at Meldrcth; 13—swimming display; 17—riding 
display; 18—Open Days; 20—Wheelchair Dancing and 
ticycling; 26—Sports and Games Day; July 1—swim- 
ming display; 11—art and craft exhibition, wheelchair 
ancing and tricycling display; 15—Riding Display; 16— 
n Day. 
MIRIAM HARRIS WORK CENTRE: May 23—May 


Fayre; November—dates to be fixed—coffee morning and 


; 

F 
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Yories, Cowfold;-August 1 — Ardingly Country Fair. 


Lixtra |VVAT: No relief 
special in the Budget 


day 


THE International Year 
of Disabled People will 
hold special memories for 
a Sussex couple. Pauline 
Edwards and Michael Bix 
met four years ago at the 
Fitzalan Howard Spastics 
Centre in Worthing. They 
were engaged for two years: 
but could not marry until 
they had found somewhere 
to live. 
Suddenly the y were 
offered accommodation at 
Good Neighbours House, 
run by the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics in Cam- 
berwell, and to take up the 
offer with the minimum 
delay, they married by 
special licence at Worthing 
Register Office. Our pic- 
ture shows them after the 


ceremony. 
Picture by Worthing Herald 


®@ Contined from Page 1 


highly ambiguous when he 
said that zero rating for 
articles given to hospitals 
will in future cover ambu- 
lances and wheelchairs, and 
that the benefit of this zero 
rating will also be extended 
to institutions caring for 
the handicapped. 

“It must be pointed out 
that this will only apply to 
ambulances and wheel- 
chairs which are gifts, and 
will not be zero rated if we 
purchase them ourselves,” 
said the letter. 

“Inevitably the financial 
benefits will be minimal. 
By contrast the increase in 
petrol prices will mean an 
enormous increase in our 
running costs. The Spastics 
Society, for example, faces 
an additional bill of 
£30,000. 

“We must say in the 
strongest possible terms 
that we are bitterly disap- 
pointed by the Budget. 


VAT is a crushing burden 


on charities. If we are to 
eee eels 


fill the gap left by public 
expenditure cuts and 
expand our role in caring 
for people in poverty and 
distress this burden must 
be removed. We will cam- 
paign vigorously over the 
next 12 months to achieve 
this in the next Budget.” 


IAN Cooper of Dagenham, 
Essex, has been awarded a 
long-service Scout medal. 
Ian, a spastic, was in a 
wheelchair when he joined 
the 21st Barking Scouts at 
the age of 11, but he was 
determined to walk and 
take part in normal Scout 
activities. He became a 
Queen’s Scout and later 
group quartermaster. 


Now aged 34, he has 
taken part in sponsored 
charity walks, runs the 
group’s tuck shop and 
helps with administration. 


—and now for the 
good news... 


THE March Budget was a 
disappointment for chari- 
ties fighting the battle of 
VAT, but there were some 
measures to help indi- 
vidual disabled people. 
Benefit increases are: 
@ Mobility allowance to 
be increased from £14.50 
to £16.50 a week. 
@ The five per cent abate- 


ment of the uprating of 
invalidity allowance made 
in November 1980 to be 
restored from November 
1981. 

In addition, the pledge 
to restore invalidity pen- 
sion to full value when it 
becomes part of taxable 
income was repeated—this 
time without qualification. 


Intemational Year of Disabled People 
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Typewriter control systems 
have been developed in 
order to give control of a 


movements. 


A wide range of Overdeck typewriter 
conversions can be supplied for use 


with a person’s own typewriter. 


A Combination System can be sup- 
plied with a GCTW12, PEK and Mini- 


allow best use of equipment. Additional . 


items can be added, 


Modular—most existing Possum 
typewriter systems can be up- 


graded to a Text Processor, 


ossum.¢ 


Patient Operated Selector Mechanisms 
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Typewriter Systems for Independence typewriter systems can be 
REHABILITATION — COMMUNICATION 


light on 


home. 


GCTW1i2 — Letters 
selected by scanning 
indicator 
panel. Optional eight a 
word wordstore and calculator, 
A very wide range of input 
Switches can be provided to 
suit. any physical handicap. 
System used by many different 
people in a school, hospital or 


Standard GCT Wi2—10 wom. 
GCT W12 plus wordstore—15 wom. 


€.g. Spastics, 


8 way 
joystick 


supplied 


Possum Expanded Keyboard (PEK) for 
those with gross uncontrolled movements, 


Possum Mini 
board system for those & 


GCTW2—2-way input—20 wpm ‘ 
GCTW4—4-way input—30 wom 
GCTW8—8-way input—40 + wom 


free, on the 


National Health Service to 


. 3 g : 
| DISTRICT SPASTICS SOCIETY: May 6—Wine tasting | joeyyriic; to any disabled =e non-communicant severel 
| evening; May 25—Spring Bank Holiday Fair, Hemel Lee, reac input SEE EEO Mee ; handicapped Decne 
_ Hempstead; late August-early September—Car treasure | interface, designed to EASYTOUSE 2  OVERAO00IN meeting certain medical 
hunt (date to be fixed); November—Christmas Card sale; operate by use of their NOSPECIAL CONSTANT criteria. Contact Possum for 
__ ¢arly December—Sherry and mince-pie morning (date to available controlled SKILLS INDIVIDUALAND = details 
be fixed). REQUIRED. GENERALUSE. _ 


Key: 


Sale of work. —— Be topatie ae co tae 
June 20—Town Draw, Lincolnshire Spastics Centre; July | ! Middlegreen Trading Estate y Visit Our showroom for a full 
: ; 3 Middlegreen Road, Langley | demonstration of Possum 
Stall in trade tent, Normanby Park Works Gala; 18— | | Slenoh bone Steen I tratic OSS 
‘den Party, Lincs Spastic Centre; June 26—REMAP t e. Org b elite. electronic aids for disabled 
Rae '  - ; people, Try the equipment 
: Da Please send details of typewriters Please arrange a yourself, roups or — — 
ge 2 MANOR. SCHOOL: MANO Editar I andall Possum products. al demonstration I individuals welcome. 8 min, from office 
— Suly 1-7—Holiday week in Scilly Isles sponsored by SE | | 1 Borrow our video tapes, slides or films. We carry out 
Surrey group; 12—Fete, including Blue Peter stalls; access | J yo. 1 demonstrations to interested groups at your location. 
_ 4nd facility survey in Billingshurst and Horsham in con- Dey eats ks | Telephone or write for arrangements to: 
action with local council (date to be fixed); year round } MMSE GSS call cnaathorts thcaasjataivistli; eri vaenigsassiivedhesltrviticnied atk teetenee Peeteeettaeee | : Py 
_ S0ntact with local junior and secondary schools. 1 Possum Controls Limited, Middiepreen Trading Estate, 
_ WORTHING, LITTLEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT j GEUAERCTCROO COREE EC RR EERCCRRCRECACRECERECECEESERCR CURLED Le eCeeRR CER eC eT RA ES Res Crsececeeeeeeecescenceesceerers Middlegreen Road, Langley, Sloug +] Berks. SL3 6DF, 
SPASTIC SOCIETY: May 30 — afternoon fol- | § i Telephone: Slough (0753) 79234 (4 lines) Telex: 83300 
My 0 red by ev i meal at the English Martyr’s Cherch | Daytime Telephone PED os ssegeaastuasninecgestsvintensinsrinta fees, - Gein ge a at gant cdo ae So 
‘Hall; June 26-28 — Sports and Leisure Weekend at The Be we wn cn eo so oe me we oe te De vw me tow te SNe Microchips used throughout Possum equipment, _ 


} 
} 
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@ PICTURE left: Tim 
Yeo, the —Society’s 
Director, Roy. Jenkins, 
Mrs Joyce Smith, the 
Society’s Chairman, 
and Sir Peter Parker, 


Chairman of British 
Rail, share a relaxed 
five minutes before 
the official start of 
Distech ’81, at Sussex 
University from March 
31 to April 3. The 
unique event brought 
together a wide range 
of people concerned 
with disability both as 
speakers and delegates. 


© ROY Jenkins greets one of many delegates 


who attended Distech ’81 in wheelchairs. Lars — 
Augustsson from Sweden is a co-ordinator from 


the Swedish Institute for the handicapped, —_— 


Meteor > 


over th eworld as well as this country 
under way in the lecture theatre. 


@PROF Sven Olaf 
Brattgard, of the 
Handicap Research 
Department at Goth- 
enburg University, 
chaired the opening 
session: “Mobility for 
everyone,” in which 
the speaker was Sir 
Peter Parker. 


In addition to the 
papers given, there 
was an exhibition of 
special aids and equip- 
ment to show how 
technology already 
helps the disabled in 
their daily lives. 


®FOUR members of the Society’s Executive 
Council who were able to attend the opening 
session of the conference on March 3] were Dr 
Millicent Regan, Mrs Carrie Williams, Mrs Eileen 
Milnes, and Mr lan Dawson Shepherd. 


Bor?” 


© CONFERENCE co-ordinator Bill Hargreaves 


with Peter Large, Chairman of the Joint Com-— 


mittee on Mobility for the Disabled, who chaired 
the session on “Making the wheelchair work.” — 


®@ PICTURE right: One 
aid which particularly 
impressed Sir Peter 
Parker at the exhibi- 
tion accompanying the 
conference was this 
page turner. explained 
by Quest Educational 
Ltd’s Mr L. Fairchild. 
He was able to get a 
quick glimpse of the 
current issue of Spas- 
tics News before leav- 
ing to catch a train. 
And naturally enough, 
it was a copy of Spas- 
tics News that he took 
to read on the journey. 
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® BENGT lison explains the revolutionary con- 
cept of the Mecanum chair to John Butler of the 
Society’s Meadway works. Swedish inventor Ilson 


has re-invented the wheel so that it moves both li Py ek 
sideways as well as backwards and forwards. More 6 , out D [KY tech ii@X ft 


